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Top Spy’s Testimony 
On Murder of JFK 



By Michael Dorman 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Master CIA spy James Angieton said in 
long-secret testimony that the Warren Com¬ 
mission did not adequately investigate re¬ 
ports that Fidel Castro, angry over American 
attempts to kill him, might have ordered 
President John F. Kennedy’s assassination. 

“I personally Relieve that the United 
States intelligence services did not have 
the capabilities” to deter¬ 
mine whether Castro was 
involved, Angieton, long 
the CIA counterintelli¬ 
gence chief, said in 1978. 

A House assassinations 
committee attorney, Mi¬ 
chael Goldsmith, I asked: 

“Regardless of whether 
the anti-Castro plots 
would have been made 
available to the Warren 
Commission, our intelli¬ 
gence agencies did riot have 
the capability to invest!- : 
gate that thoroughly?” 

“Unless tbeylhad a 
code break or a defector 
or something,” Angieton 
replied. I 

Angieton, who spent 
much of his career trying 
unsuccessfully to discover 
communist “molbsf” in 
the CIA, was fired in 
1975 and died in 1987. 

He offered his testimony 
about the Kennedy mur¬ 
der to the House commit¬ 
tee, but it was not made 
public until yesterday, 
when it was released by 
the U.S. Assassination 
Records Review Board, 
which is responsible for, 
screening assassination 
documents and releasing 
those that do not endan¬ 
ger national security. The 
review board deleted 
some passages on nation¬ 
al-security grounds. FIdai Castro 



Angieton also described discovering by 
accident that a CIA agent was dealing 
with Johnny Roseili, a Mafia leader, in an 
apparent plot against Cuban Premier Cas¬ 
tro’s life. “An FBI liaison fellow was at my 
house one evening when the bureau was 
frantically trying to get hold of him,” he 
said. 

Angieton said the FBI agent. Sam Pa- 
pich, was told that FBI surveillance on Ro¬ 
seili, a chief mob leader in Las Vegas, had 
discovered Roseili and a 
CIA agent were involved 
in a plot to kill Castro. 
.Roseili later admitted in 
congressional testimony 
that he .was involved in a 
CIA/Mafia conspiracy 
against Castro called Op- 
eration/l&ongoose. but he 
providecLfew details. Ro¬ 
seili was murdered in 
1975.- , 

Committee counsel 
Goldsmith, noting that 
Angieton* had not been 
told through CIA chan¬ 
nels about the plots 
against Castro, asked . 
him: “Do . you thinlcthat 
the work of the counter¬ 
intelligence staff in at¬ 
tempting to facilitate the 
efforts of the Warren 
Commission was affected 
in any way. by the failure 
of other CIA officials to 
inform them of the anti- 
Castro assassination 
plots?” 

Angieton replied: “The 
counterintelligence con¬ 
cern with the assassina¬ 
tion could not keep pace 
with the life of that com¬ 
mission. The commis¬ 
sion’s requirements had a 
life of their own, and 
they had deadlines to 
meet. They were working 
at a faster pace than: we' 
were, and our activities 
couldn’t coincide.” 




